
FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DE L’ART PHOTOGRAPHIQUE

“Camel Market” by Ahmed Fareed, Egypt
Gold Medal Winner in Category II of the Youth Biennial

Number Thirty-one
november 2025

FEATURED
FIAP Photo Meeting

Youth Biennial Results

FIAP NEWSFIAP NEWS



FIAP NEWS

If reading FIAP news in PDF format, download the PDF document to 
your computer and set your PDF reader to “two-page view” for optimum 
reading experience.

Visit the FIAP website at:          https://www.fiap.net/en

Follow FIAP on Facebook at:  https://www.facebook.com/FIAPofficial/

Follow FIAP on Instagram at: https://www.instagram.com/fiap_official/

FIAP News Team

FIAP News Director	     Bronwen Casey EFIAP/p HonEFIAP
FIAP News Editor 	     Piero Alessandra
Editorial Team Member 	     Tony Davis
Editorial Team Member 	     David Laronde EFIAP/d1
Editorial Team Member 	     Ed Cloutman EFIAP

		  Contents
 page 

4Message from FIAP President Riccardo Busi
FIAP Directors Notices

7          Biennial Service
10          FIAP World Cup for Clubs Service
11FIAP Photo Academy Online Events Service
12FIAP Youth Service

FIAP Events
14          The 9th FIAP Photo Meeting Successfully Held in China
30          World Cup for Clubs awards presentation and exhibition
34          Nature Biennial 2024 Presentations and Exhibition in China 
37          IMPC First Exhibition - Photography and Health: A Shared Frame of Two Hearts 
44          Youth Biennial Results 

FIAP Photo Academy Online Events
68          Wayne Simpson

FIAP Exhibition Centres
70          FEC Semeyes Del Mundo Langreo Activities in June and July 
74          Sulmona FEC Inauguration and Events 
82          50 Photo Exhibitions of The Carpathian FIAP Exhibition Center

Affiliates
92          Celebrating 75 Years of Photographic Excellence in Sri Lanka

100The Photographic Society of Hong Kong from 1937 to the Present
Youth Gallery

105          Egypt and South Africa
Recommendations

111Bruny Isd, Australia 
112Chicago, Illinois, USA

FIAP Memories
113Past president – Maurice Van de Wijer (Belgium)

Staff and FIAP News Information
119 Message from the Director of FIAP News
120 Requirements for Submitting Photos to the Youth Photographers Gallery
121 Requirements for Articles Submitted to FIAP News
122FIAP Directory Board Photo

3

FIAP NEWS



Dear friends, 

As the crisp air of late autumn settles in and the year 
gently draws to a close, we look back with deep satisfaction 
on a truly remarkable chapter of our shared photographic 
journey: the recently concluded FIAP Photo Meeting in China.

At the same time, our gaze turns forward with great 
enthusiasm to the next major milestone on the FIAP calendar, 
the 2026 FIAP Congress, which will take place in Brazil, and we 
are delighted to share with you the latest updates.

___________________________________________________

Celebrating the FIAP Photo Meeting in China

The 9th FIAP Photo Meeting took place this summer in the enchanting and culturally rich 
province of Hunan, China, officially opening on August 23.

It brought together more than 315 photographers from 40 countries, united by a common 
passion for photography and for building bridges across cultures.

Once again, it was a truly extraordinary event, superbly organized, following the success of the 
2017 Photo Meeting in Shandong, by our dear friend Prof. Zeng Yi, Director of the FIAP Chinese 
Coordinating Office in Jinan, with the precious collaboration of his dedicated team, including our 
friend Lu Ming.

With the invaluable support of the local authorities, among them the Vice-Governor of Hunan 
Province, this event became a vibrant mosaic of cultures, experiences, and passions, a true celebration 
of friendship that sent a powerful message to the world:

that our shared love for photography can break down barriers, overcome prejudices, and 
build enduring bonds among peoples - beyond languages, beyond political, social, or 
religious differences.

And this, in essence, is the heart and soul of FIAP: to promote and disseminate photographic 
knowledge at the artistic, educational, and scientific levels, in harmony with the principles of UNESCO.

_________________________________________________________________________________

The program of the Photo Meeting offered a perfect balance between exhibitions, cultural 
exchanges, and photographic discovery.

The official opening, held at the Meixi Lake International Culture & Arts Center in Changsha, 
presented prestigious FIAP exhibitions such as the 22nd FIAP Nature Biennial, the 19th FIAP World Cup 
for Clubs, the personal exhibition of István Kerekes, Best of FIAP 2023/2024, and the debut exhibition 
of the FIAP International Medical Photographers Club.

The journey then unfolded through a succession of breathtaking locations; from the ancient 
town of Furong, where time seems to flow to the rhythm of the waterfall and the songs of the Tujia 
people, to the Red Stone Forest, the Dehang Grand Canyon, and the picturesque Miao villages, each 
revealing a different facet of Hunan’s cultural and natural richness.

The itinerary culminated at the world-renowned Zhangjiajie National Forest Park, whose 
spectacular sandstone pillars, rising like silent giants amid the mist, famously inspired the floating 
mountains in the film ‘Avatar’. It was the perfect finale to an unforgettable photographic adventure, 
filled with emotion, discovery, and beauty beyond words.

The extension of the Photo Meeting then offered nearly 180 photographers the unforgettable 
opportunity to board a special charter flight to the equally magnificent Inner Mongolia, a land of 
vast horizons and timeless beauty.

Starting from Xilinhot, participants embarked on an extraordinary photographic journey across 
endless grasslands, immersing themselves in the ancient traditions and vibrant culture of this fascinating 
region and capturing the majestic Mongolian horses galloping freely under boundless skies.

It was a dream come true for every photographer; a journey of light, nature, and humanity that 
will long be remembered by all those fortunate enough to have taken part in it.

_________________________________________________________________________________

At the conclusion of the official FIAP Photo Meeting program, FIAP expressed its deepest 
gratitude to all organizers, collaborators, and volunteers for their impeccable work and outstanding 
dedication.

A special tribute was paid to Professor Zeng Yi, the true driving force and visionary behind this 
exceptional event. 

For his extraordinary contribution to FIAP’s international mission and a lifetime devoted to the 
promotion of FIAP, Professor Zeng Yi was honoured with the FIAP Lifetime Achievement Award; the 
highest FIAP distinction for organizational merit. There will be more about the conferring of this 
Lifetime Achievement Award in the next edition of FIAP News.

This newly established distinction, created by FIAP in 2025, was presented for the very first time 
on this occasion, making the moment even more significant and memorable.

The FIAP Board of Directors also decided to confer the title of FIAP Honorary Member upon 
Mr. Chen Kai, General Manager of Hunan Silk Road Culture Exchange Co., Ltd., in recognition of 
his invaluable contribution to the success of the event. This title, bestowed for the first time at this 
event, is conferred on people who are outside the FIAP structure.

This distinction, established in 2025, reflects FIAP’s commitment to acknowledging and 
honouring those who make an exceptional contribution to its international mission.

_________________________________________________________________________________

Looking Ahead: The FIAP Congress 2026 in Brazil

Looking to the future, during the FIAP Congress held in Jaipur in 2024, Brazil, and more precisely 
the city of Salvador de Bahia, officially presented and obtained approval for its candidacy to host the 
37th FIAP Congress, to be held in the early days of August 2026.

A subsequent on-site visit, carried out in September 2025, was aimed at assessing the suitability 
of the facilities and logistical conditions in Salvador de Bahia.

Following this evaluation, and in close collaboration with Carlos Gandara, President of COMFOTO 
(Confederação Brasileira de Fotografia), as well as with our friends and partners in Salvador de 
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DIRECTORS  NOTICES

Bahia, a joint decision was made to relocate the Congress to Rio de Janeiro, a city offering broader 
infrastructure and accommodation capacity, capable of meeting the needs of an international event 
of this scale.

This decision in no way diminishes our esteem and appreciation for Salvador de Bahia, a city of 
extraordinary charm, history, and hospitality, which will, in fact, soon become one of the destinations 
for the upcoming FIAP Photo Days. Rather, it simply reflects the logistical and organizational 
requirements necessary for the successful realization of the 2026 Congress.

We are confident that by choosing Rio de Janeiro, FIAP will offer its members from all over the 
world a Congress that will not only be flawlessly organized, but also rich in artistic inspiration and 
unforgettable experiences.

Preparations are already underway: venues, hospitality packages, local partnerships, and the 
overall program structure are currently being finalized.

In the coming months, detailed information will be provided regarding the administrative 
program, side events, excursions, and registration procedures.

We warmly invite all national federations and their member clubs to make a note on their 
calendars that the Congress will be in early August 2026 (dates to be finalised soon). 

This promises to be another major FIAP milestone, celebrating photography, friendship, and 
cultural exchange in one of the most beautiful and photogenic countries in the world.

_________________________________________________________________________________

Final Reflections

The 9th FIAP Photo Meeting in China and the upcoming 2026 Congress in Brazil perfectly 
embody FIAP’s international spirit; its ability to build bridges between cultures and its unwavering 
commitment to photographic excellence.

We carry with us the inspiration born in China and look forward with great enthusiasm to Brazil 
2026, ready to strengthen our bonds, broaden our horizons, and celebrate together the beauty of 
photographic art.

With my heartfelt gratitude and best wishes for good light,

 
            Riccardo Busi, FIAP President

FIAP Biennials Service
By Luis Franke  MFIAP, EFIAP/d3, HonEFIAP

FIAP Director of the Biennials Service

FIAP Biennials 2026
   

FIAP Biennials are competitions between countries with an 
Operational Member (a photographic organization affiliated with FIAP 
that act at a national level) that is a member of FIAP. Individuals interested 
in participating should approach the FIAP affiliated organization within 
their country to seek information about their country’s process for 
selecting photos to represent their country in this event. 

The regulations and other useful information can be downloaded 
from the FIAP website: 

https://www.fiap.net/en/biennials

Each federation will select the works (the collections) it wants to present. Each collection has 
to be a coherent set of images. To achieve the best coherence, consideration should be given to 
the inspiration and conception of the set, as well as the realisation and the presentation. Each 
federation has the choice of subject and the presentation of its works. A title for the collection is 
mandatory. Participation in the Biennial is free. The works must not have been sent to any previous 
FIAP Biennials. The images must not have any signature, text or distinctive mark on them.

The photographers must preserve intact, and without any alteration, the original metadata of 
the images. If an image does not include the original EXIF data, it will not be eligible to participate in 
the Biennials. In the case of a file being requested, the person representing the federation must send 
it promptly within 10 days of the request. If the file is not sent and received within the deadline, the 
submitted image will be disqualified (namely 0 points will be assigned to that photo). In the case 
of focus stacking, composite photos or HDR it is mandatory to submit all the original camera files 
used for the final image.

_________________________________________________________________________________

23rd FIAP Nature Biennial, South Africa 2026

In 2026 the 23rd FIAP Nature Biennial is being organised in South Africa. The FIAP Operational 
Member for South Africa is the “The Photographic Society of South Africa - PSSA”. 

The biennial consists of two sections: 

Prints: limited to 10 photographs per federation with a maximum of one (1) work per author

Digital images: limited to 20 works per federation with a maximum of two (2) works per author

IMPORTANT: 

The images that participate in this Biennial must conform to the definition of Nature given by 
FIAP (which is also included in the regulations). 

Images should be in JPG, sRGB, 300 dpi.

Image size: 2400 pixels minimum and 3500 pixels maximum for the largest side. Maximum 
file size 6 MB.

Remember, if you participate in the print section, you must also upload a digital version of 
those works.

Luis Franke
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DIRECTORS  NOTICES

This event is a new opportunity to achieve the important Nature Trophy “Odette Bretscher 
2026”. For this, the results of the two sections of this Biennial will be taken into account. The 
federation that obtains the best overall result will win the Trophy.

FIAP will invite a member of the winning federation to receive the Trophy at the next Congress 
(including travel expenses).

Calendar:

Closing date: 15/11/2025 

For entries in the digital section, the closing date may be extended. Please contact the 
Director of the Biennials, Luis Franke.

Judging Date: 10/02/2026

Reports by: 10/04/2026

Opening ceremony – Port Elizabeth: 28/09/2026

The closing date is for registration. The prints must arrive before the judging date. It is 
recommended to send them with enough time to avoid any delays by the postal services.

_________________________________________________________________________________

37th FIAP Black and White Biennial, Brazil 2026

In 2026 the 37th FIAP Black and White Biennial will be organised in Brazil. The FIAP Operational 
Member for Brazil is the “Confederação Brasileira de Fotografia - CONFOTO”. 

The Black and White Biennial consists of one section:

Prints: 10 photographs by 10 different authors

All styles and creative techniques are allowed. The participating works have to be in agreement 
with the FIAP definition of the Black and White photography (monochrome).

Calendar:

Upload start: 01/12/2025

Closing date: 31/01/2026

Judging Date: 21/03/2026

Results by: 20/05/2026

Opening and award ceremony: August 2026 (During the FIAP Congress)

A digital version of the prints must also be uploaded when registering. The prints must arrive 
before the judging date. It is recommended to send them with enough time to avoid any delays by 
the postal services.

The federation which obtains the best overall result in the combination of the two sections 
(prints and digital) of the 30th Colour Biennial Greece 2023 and the 37th Black & White Biennial 
2026 wins the Grand Prize “Dr. M. Van de Wijer Trophy” 2026. The winner of the trophy will be 
invited to the next FIAP Congress (one person per country) to receive the prize. FIAP will offer free 
participation in the Congress including the travel expenses (in economy class).

_________________________________________________________________________________

Preparation and sending the prints

These are instructions and recommendations for the person of the federation in charge of 
sending the prints.

Send the prints to the address indicated in the Biennial’s regulations in time to avoid delays in 
the postal service. Please consider the following:

•	 The maximum size of the prints must be 30x40 cm (A3 and 12“x16” formats are also 
accepted). Smaller prints (i.e. 20 x 30 cm) are acceptable.

•	 Send the photos packed flat (not rolled in tubes). For customs reasons avoid using 
large boxes.

•	 Please place the following text on the customs form: “Photos for exhibition. No 
commercial value.”

•	 Inform the organizer of the mail tracking number

Include the following information on the back of each print:

•	 Name of the Operational Member (Federation)

•	 Country

•	 Photographers’ name

•	 Title of the work

•	 Number indicating the sequence of the photo in the set

You can use the labels designed for this purpose by downloading them from the FIAP website:

https://www.fiap.net/en/biennials

The labels are a fillable pdf form and are easy to fill in. They can be printed on self-adhesive 
paper and then stuck to the back of the prints.

Remember that for judging of the photos, they will first be mixed with the entries from other 
countries for the images to be individually judged and then re-sorted to judge each collection’s 
coherence. Correct labelling of prints will help organizers with handling them. Thank you for your 
cooperation!
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World Cup for Clubs Service

By Michele Macinai EFIAP/p, ESFIAP
FIAP Director of the World Cup for Clubs Service

20th FIAP World Cup for Clubs 2025
Entries Close Soon!

FIAP invite all photo clubs to participate in the 20th edition 
of the FIAP World Cup for Clubs, that is undoubtedly one of the most 
important and prestigious photography competitions organised 
by FIAP. In 2024, there were 5534 photos from 293 clubs, from 55 
countries, involved in this competition.

 The main feature of this great photographic competition is that it is open to all photography 
clubs of the world, whether FIAP members or not, in order to best represent photography 
worldwide. The competition subject is open. All genres and creative processes are allowed, in 
black and white or in color. There is no need for consistency between photographs. Pictures 
created by artificial intelligence are not allowed in this competition. All the parts of the image 
have to be photographed by the author who is holding the copyright of all works submitted. 

This year FIAP are delighted to welcome the support of the company Skylum, makers of the 
photo editing software, Luminar Neo. This company have provided some prizes for the World 
Cup for Clubs. Each of the clubs ranked in the 10 positions in this competition will receive a 
Luminar Neo software license as a prize. FIAP thank Skylum for their generosity knowing this 
prize will be greatly appreciated by the winning clubs.

The online entry platform for this year’s World Cup for Clubs competition opened 1st of 
October and the closing date is now only days away.

Closing date: 30th November 2025

For full entry details, and to lodge your club’s entry, please visit:

https://fiapworldcup.fotogenius.es/fiapworldcup/2025/ 

I would like to remind the clubs and their photographers that, to further promote this 
competition, FIAP introduced an important change regarding the entered works and the score 
they get in the FIAP World Cup for Clubs. Starting with the 17th FIAP World Cup for Clubs 2022, 
individual photographers can count their acceptances in the FIAP World Cup for Clubs for the 
purpose of their applications for individual FIAP distinctions. It is hoped that our decision will 
make this important event even more attractive and encourage the participation of more and 
more new photographers. In this regard, photographers who intend to use the acceptances they 
will obtain in this 2025 contest in their applications for individual FIAP distinctions, will have to 
use the official FIAP number “2025/900” and the country “Italy”. I emphasize that this information 
is also available on the FIAP official website, where, on the FIAP World Cup for Clubs page, you 
can find a document indicating the FIAP numbers relating to past editions. This document will 
be updated from time to time with the FIAP numbers of each edition. This document can be 
found at the following link:   https://www.fiap.net/en/world-cup-for-clubs

I would also like to point out that, for ILFIAP clubs in good standing with the payment of 
their annual ILFIAP membership fee to FIAP, participation in the FIAP World Cup for Clubs is 
completely free. We therefore particularly invite all ILFIAP clubs around the world to participate, 
and draw their attention to what has been said above regarding the acceptances obtained by 
photographers in this competition.

Michele Macinai

FIAP Photo Academy Online Events

By Paul Stanley FIPF, EFIAP/p, ESFIAP, 
Director of the FIAP Photo Academy Online Events

Hello.

Many thanks to all our friends who have joined us so far this 
year for our presentations. Your presence was very welcome and 
appreciated. You can find reports of these presentations in the 
Photo Academy section of this and previous editions of FIAP News.

Our next presentation will take place on Wednesday 29 
October at 7pm London Time, so will have taken place by the 
time you are reading this notice in the November edition of FIAP 
News. It will be given by Mike Moats and is titled “Creative Ways 
to Photograph Flowers”.  A report about this will be in the February 
edition of FIAP News but you can see more information about him on this website: http://www.
mikemoats.com/.

The new year will see a presentation on 20 February 2026 by Phil Penman titled “Just 
because you carry a camera does not mean you get to disconnect from society”.

Phil is London born but is based in New York and is one of the world’s top street 
photographers, as well as being a Leica Ambassador.

Details of upcoming presentations will be emailed to all who are registered with us and 
will also be published on FIAP’s social media. 

All are welcome to join these Zoom-based presentations.

Don’t forget that recordings of previous presentations are available on the dedicated FIAP 
YouTube channel at  https://www.youtube.com/@fiapchannel2802

This is a fantastic resource for all our operational members. There is a wealth of presentations 
with great photography and lots of tips and techniques to help us all improve our standards and our 
appreciation of the work being done by these great masters. 

If you would like to receive notification of the events please send an email to 
 fiapphotoacademy@gmail.com  asking for your email address to be included on our distribution list.

Paul Stanley
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FIAP Youth: Building Pathways  
for the Next Generation

By Ahmed Al Busaidi  HonEFIAP, EFIAP/s, 
Director of the FIAP Youth Service

In alignment with FIAP’s continuous efforts to strengthen 
youth engagement in photographic art, the Youth Services 
section has recently implemented several initiatives to enhance 
communication and visibility among young photographers. These 
steps form part of a broader strategy, with more activities planned 
in the months ahead.

FIAP Youth Instagram Account

To further connect and inspire young talents globally, FIAP 
launched the FIAP Youth Instagram account (@fiap_youth) on 
the 28 May 2025. The account serves as a dedicated space to 
highlight the creativity of young photographers and showcase 
selected works from FIAP Youth Biennials.

We invite all FIAP Liaison Officers, federations, clubs, and young photographers to follow 
and share this Instagram account to help expand its reach and visibility.

Ahmed Albusaidi

FIAP Youth Ambassadors Meeting

The first FIAP Youth Ambassadors Meeting was held on 17 June 2025, with participation 
from Oman, Croatia, Egypt, India, and Turkiye. The Ambassadors discussed ways to support 
youth in their countries, promote participation in FIAP activities, and contribute to the Youth 
Photographers Gallery in FIAP News.

We look forward to welcoming additional Ambassadors from other member countries to 
strengthen this international network of young representatives.

Acknowledgment and Outlook

We extend our sincere appreciation to the organizing team of the FIAP Youth Biennial in 
Bahrain for their outstanding efforts in supporting youth participation and promoting the spirit 
of photographic art among young people.

We also wish to express our gratitude to the FIAP Biennials Service for their continuous 
dedication and professionalism in facilitating and guiding this important global event. We look 
forward to seeing inspiring participation and remarkable results from this year’s Youth Biennial 
and to continuing our collaborative efforts to empower young photographers around the world.
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From August 22 to September 7, 
2025, the 9th FIAP Photo Meeting 
unfolded across two distinct yet 
equally captivating landscapes in 
China: the cultural heartland of 
Hunan and the vast grasslands of 
Inner Mongolia. 315 photographers 
from 40 countries embarked on 
a 17-day odyssey, capturing the 
essence of ancient history, ethnic 
traditions, and breathtaking natural 
beauty through their lenses.

Phase 1: Hunan - Where History Meets Scenery (August 22 - 31)

The journey began in Changsha, Hunan’s capital, where participants checked into the luxurious 
Langham Place Hotel and received welcome packages filled with event memorabilia and a T-shirt. 
The FIAP Board of Directors arrived earlier and held their meetings prior to the Photo Meeting 
activities commencing. 

The opening ceremony at Meixi Lake International Culture & Art Center set the tone, featuring awards 
for the 22nd FIAP Nature Biennial, the 19th FIAP World Cup for Clubs, and the FIAP “Best of the Best”. 
This was followed by exhibitions showcasing global photographic excellence, including the inaugural 
exhibition of FIAP’s International Medical Photographers Club.  In the exhibition hall, works of natural 
scenery and humanistic documentary photography complemented each other, while the free 
shooting session outside allowed photographers to capture the harmonious coexistence of modern 
architecture and urban light and shadow with their lenses. At the welcome dinner that night, FIAP 
President Riccardo Busi’s speech and Hunan’s characteristic cultural performances immersed guests 
in the charm of Hunan culture.

Starting from August 24, the photographers delved deep into the hinterland of Hunan. The bluestone 
roads and ancient docks of Jinggang Ancient Town carried the gentleness of a water town in the 
south of the Yangtze River, where photographers recorded the daily life of the thousand-year-old 
town; known as the “millennium-old town hanging over a waterfall”. Also known as Furong Town the 
picturesque location dazzled with cascading waterfalls during the day and countless red lanterns 
at night. The Tujia stilted buildings, rice tofu workshops, and folk performances at the bonfire party 
made everyone feel as if they had travelled through time.

The trip to Xiangxi Prefecture was even more exciting. The Hongshilin (Red Stone Forest), a wonder 
of Cambrian red carbonate geology, revealed its uncanny craftsmanship through changing light and 
shadow; the cliff plank road in Dehang Grand Canyon and the engineering marvel of Aizhai Bridge 
stood in striking contrast to intangible cultural heritage such as Miao embroidery and batik, where 
natural grandeur collided with human ingenuity. In Shibadong Miao Village, photographers focused 
on the new look of the village after poverty alleviation, telling stories of people’s lives in the new era 
through their lenses.

The journey to Fenghuang Ancient Town was full of poetry. In the early morning, the Tuojiang River 
was shrouded in mist, with the ancient city walls reflecting in the water; at night, the lights twinkled, 
and maglev trains passed by, interweaving traditional stilted buildings with modern light and 
shadow to form a unique visual rhythm.

On August 29, everyone participated in the “Qixi Chinese Valentine’s Day - Moni Festival” folk 
performance, recording the romantic customs of the Tujia people amid singing and laughter.

The natural landscapes of Zhangjiajie were the grand finale. In the early morning of August 30, 
photographers climbed Tianzi Mountain to capture rolling clouds and mist. Three thousand towering 
peaks stood like they were carved by knives and axes in the morning light; the Heavenly Gate Cave 
and mountain cable car of Tianmen Mountain allowed everyone to immerse themselves in the 
majesty of the World Natural Heritage. 

In the evening a Closing Ceremony took place with the awarding of “Hunan Tourism Image 
Ambassador” and “Excellent Organization Award” at the Photo Meeting.

Mr. Zeng Yi was awarded the FIAP Lifetime Achievement Award (LAAFIAP) for his long and valuable 
service in support of FIAP. 

After the first phase of the 9th FIAP Photo Meeting, photographers transferred to Inner Mongolia by 
charter flight provided by the Organizing Committee and started their 7 days shooting tour in the 
vast and magnificent Xilinhot and West Ujimqin Banner in Inner Mongolia.

Inner Mongolia Segment: A Dialogue of Civilizations on the Vast Grassland (September 1 - 7)

On September 1, the photographers moved to Xilingol League, Inner Mongolia, kicking off a vast 
journey in the northern border. 

The grassland shooting began at Erdun Aobao. The sacred sacrifice site composed of 13 Aobao stood 
solemnly under the blue sky and white clouds. The “Hundreds of Horses Galloping” theme shooting 
at Phoenix Horse Ranch was the highlight—Hundreds of horses galloped across the grassland, and in 
the flying dust, photographers used high-speed shutters to freeze the stunning moments of horses’ 
hooves and manes fluttering.

The trip to Baiyin Xile Ranch was full of humanistic warmth. Static sunflower fields and dynamic 
horse groups complemented each other. Mongolian models in traditional costumes struck elegant 
poses on the grassland, and scene shooting of grassland lovers and Aobao gatherings made the 
romance and deep affection of these nomadic people vivid in the lenses.

The journey to West Ujimqin Banner went deep into the core of nomadic culture. At Qingquan 
Nomadic Culture Experience Camp, the agility of horses stepping on water splashes, the tranquility 
of yurt reflections, and the daily scene of milking, allowed photographers to closely capture the 
details of nomadic life. In the morning light of Banlashan Scenic Area, the migration of Lele carts and 
the silhouettes of herds grazing formed an original grassland morning melody. The Naadam Festival 
performances of wrestling, horse racing, and archery fully displayed the boldness and bravery of the 
Mongolian people.

The early morning shooting at Chaidamu Lake was extremely beautiful. The agility of white horses 
treading waves, the romance of horseback couples, and the tranquility of nomadic camel caravans 
were like dreams in the lake reflections. Despite the low temperature, photographers used their 
lenses to capture the first ray of light of the northern border sunrise. 

From the humanistic landscapes of Hunan to the vast grasslands of Inner Mongolia, the 9th FIAP Photo 
Meeting was not only a grand event for photography creation but also a dialogue and exchange of 
civilizations. With light and shadow as their pens, photographers wrote their love for nature, culture, 
and life on the land of Xiangchu and the northern grasslands. These frozen moments will eventually 
become an eternal bridge connecting the peak of world art and the image treasures of China.

Thank you to the many photographers who provided photos for the following pages.

The 9th FIAP Photo Meeting Successfully Held  
in Hunan, China

By Zeng Yi  LAAFIAP 
Chief Representative  
of FIAP in China 
Director of FIAP China Office

By Lu Ming  ESFIAP 
Executive Deputy Representative  

of FIAP in China 
Deputy Director of FIAP China Office 

and 
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FIAP EVENTSArrival and Group Photos from the Buses

Group Photo  
Bus 1

Group Photo  
Bus 2

Group Photo Bus 5

Group Photo Bus 10

Group Photo Bus 3

Group Photo 
 Bus 4

Group Photo Bus 9

Group Photo Bus 7

Group Photo 
 Bus 6

Group Photo Bus 8
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FIAP EVENTS
Official Opening and Presentations

Official Opening of the FIAP Photo Meeting

Photos from the Presentations and exhibitions of the World Cup for Clubs,  
the FIAP Nature Biennial and the International Medical Photographers Club  

where also held at this official opening event. These are shown on their own pages

FIAP President, Riccardo Busi,  
giving his speech at the opening  

of the Photo Meeting

Mr. Jiang Difei, Vice Governor of 
the People’s Government of Hunan 
Province, giving his speech at the 

opening of the Photo Meeting

FIAP President, Riccardo Busi, 
presents the Photo Meeting 
Plaque to Zeng Yi, Chief 
Representative  
of FIAP in China & Director  
of FIAP China Office

Performance at the Official Welcome Dinner

FIAP President, Riccardo Busi, 
welcomes official guest, John 
Hughes, incoming President  
of the Photographic Society  

of America

FIAP President, Riccardo Busi, 
welcomes official guest presenter, 

Reza Deghati

István Kerekes, winner of the Best of the Best Award 
in 2023 and 2024 being interviewed by Romain Nero, 

Director of the FIAP Patronage Service

The FIAP Board arrive at the Meixi 
Lake International Culture & Art 

Center with the Director of the FIAP 
China Office, Zeng Yi and Deputy 

Director of the FIAP Office  
in China, Lu Ming

L-R: Romain Nero, FIAP Patronage Director, Jef Lemmens, FIAP 
Distinctions Director, István Kerekes, winner of the Best of the 
Best Award in 2023 and 2024 with his trophies, Riccardo Busi, 

FIAP President and Paul Stanley, FIAP Board member

FIAP Treasurer Herbert Gmeiner, FIAP President Riccardo 
Busi and FIAP Secretary General Ioannis Lykouris during 
the awards presentation of the FIAP World Cup for Clubs

Chinese Officials with FIAP’s 
President and Vice President. 
L-R: Mr. Yao Weihong, Mr. Jiang 
Jianxiang, Ms. Guo Xiangli, David 
Tay, Mr. Chen Jing, Ms. Zhao 
Shaohua Riccardo Busi, Mr. Jiang 
Difei, Joan Burgues Martisella,  
Ms. Li Aiwu, Zeng Yi, Mr. Li Siwei

L-R: FIAP Board Members, Luis Franke, Joan Burgues Martisella, Paul 
Stanley, Romain Nero, Herbert Gmeiner, David Tay, Ioannis Lykouris  
and Riccardo Busi with Ms.Wu Heyun, Zeng Bing, Mr Zeng Yi, Mr Lu 

Ming, Mr. Han Chunjian, Mr.Chen Kai, Mr Yang Huizhong
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Events During the Photo Meeting

Group Photo of Participants at the Photo Meeting, taken  
outside the Meixi Lake International Culture & Art Center

The Silk Road International Photography  
Art Exhibition Center in Furong Town

FIAP President Riccardo Busi at the Silk Road International 
Photography Art Exhibition Center where an exhibition  
of his photos and photos by Yang Yuanxing was hung

Reza Deghati

Group photo with performers in Furong Town

At the “Qixi Chinese Valentine’s Day -  
Moni Festival” folk performance

Performance in Furong Town

Lanterns for release at the Qixi Chinese  
Valentine’s Day - Moni Festival folk performance

Incoming PSA President, John Hughes, and his wife 
Kimber Hughes, viewing the exhibition at the Silk Road 

International Photography Art Exhibition Center

Bonfire party in Furong Town

Reza Deghati giving his presentation

Our group joined the dancing at the Qixi Chinese 
Valentine’s Day - Moni Festival. That side-split  

jump is one of our photographers

International Master Photography (MFIAP) Exhibition

Opening of the Silk Road International Photography Art 
Exhibition Center by FIAP President, Riccardo Busi, and Liu 
Tao, Secretary of the Xiangxi Prefectural Party Committee

Group photo of some of the Photo Meeting  
attendees at the MFIAP exhibition
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Photography Outings

At Zhangjiajie

Waterfall through Furong Town

Shibadong Miao Village

Hongshilin (Red Stone Forest)

At Hongshilin (Red Stone Forest)
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Great Food in Great Company
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Photo Meeting Closing Ceremony and Banquet

Riccardo Busi, FIAP President (centre) with Zeng Yi, Director of the FIAP China Office 
 (on left), and Lu Ming, Deputy Director of the FIAP Office in China (on right), 

 lead organisers of the 2025 FIAP Photo Meeting in China

L-R: Lu Ming, Romain Nero, Michele Macinai  
and Simone Sabatini

The FIAP Board Members with Agatha Bunanta and 
incoming PSA President John Hughes (4th from the right)

Group photo of FIAP Board Members with many of the Chinese  
team that ran the Photo Meeting

FIAP President, Riccardo Busi and Chen Kai, who was 
conferred with the title of FIAP Honorary Member

President, Riccardo Busi, and his wife, Silvia Scaramuzzi

FIAP President, Riccardo Busi and Professor Zeng Yi, who 
was honoured with the FIAP Lifetime Achievement Award. 

An article about this will be in the next edition of FIAP News

FIAP Secretary General, Ioannis Lykouris, 
 and his wife Roula Chaidou

L-R: Lu Ming, Jef Lemmens and Freddy Van Gilbergen

Reza and Rachel Deghati

Incoming President of the Photographic Society of America 
(PSA), John Hughes and his wife Kimber Hughes

L-R: Luis Franke, Paul Stanley and Ioannis Lykouris

L-R: Romain Nero, Rocio Martin Frias and Luis Franke

Riccardo Busi with local officials

FIA
P

 E
ventsFI

A
P

 E
ve

nt
s

FIAP EVENTS

26 27



FIAP EVENTS
Inner Mongolia Extension Tour

Group photo in Inner Mongolia

Opening Ceremony and Banquet in Inner Mongolia Banquet at the Opening Ceremony

FIAP President, Riccardo Busi, gives his opening speech

Mr Alateng Baoyin, Vice President of the Photographers 
Branch of the China Horse Industry Association,  

with FIAP President Riccardo Busi

Montse González García is initiated into  
the Arriba Commission

The Arriba Commission in action giving the traditional  
FIAP toast. The new members who were initiated  
are the four people on the right side in the photo.  

From the right, they are John Hughes, Lu Ming, 
Paul Stanley and Montse González García FIAP Treasurer, Herbert Gmeiner being welcomed  

by Mongolians
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19th FIAP World Cup for Clubs 2024 
Award Ceremony and Exhibition

By Michele Macinai EFIAP/p, ESFIAP
FIAP Director of the World Cup for Clubs Service

On August 23, 2025, in Changsha, Hunan 
Province, during the 9th FIAP Photo Meeting in China, 
the awards ceremony for the 19th FIAP World Cup 
for Clubs 2024 took place. The presentations and 
exhibition were held in the theatre of the Meixi Lake 
International Culture & Art Centre.

During the ceremony, in the presence of FIAP 
President Mr. Riccardo Busi, the Members of the FIAP 
Board of Directors and local Chinese dignatories, the 
prizes were awarded to the representatives of the clubs 
and individuals that had won prizes in this prestigious 
competition where they were present at the ceremony. 
FIAP Treasurer, Herbert Gmeiner, and FIAP Secretary 
General, Ioannis Lykouris presented each recipient 
with their award.

After the awards ceremony, the photographic 
exhibition relating to the 19th FIAP World Cup for Clubs 
2024 was inaugurated in a beautiful and spacious 
gallery, a contemporary art museum (MICA) adjacent 
to the theatre where the awards took place. 

The exhibition displayed: prints of all 20 photos of 
the clubs that ranked in the top 4 positions, prints of 5 
of the 20 photographs of each of the clubs that ranked 
from 5th to 10th place, and prints of the 10 photographs 
that won individual prizes.

      Michele Macinai, Director of the FIAP World Cup  
for Clubs, announcing the awards being  

presented for the 2024 World Cup for Clubs 
at the FIAP Photo Meeting

      The World Cup for Clubs Award Presentations in Changsha, China. On stage is Kenneth Gibson, Chairman of Catchlight 
Camera Club in the UK, collecting the FIAP Gold Medal won by Catchlight Camera Club member, Pamela Wilson

Kenneth Gibson, Chairman of Catchlight Camera Club in 
the UK, collecting the FIAP Gold Medal won by Catchlight 

Camera Club member, Pamela Wilson

Simone Sabatini, FIAP Liaison Officer for Italy, collecting 
the Bronze medal won by Enrico Patacca, a member  

of the club Associazione Fotoincontro in Italy

Valentina Neri, member of the ninth ranked club, Gruppo Fotografico Carpe Diem,  
collecting the Honourable Mention won by her photographic club

Simone Sabatini, FIAP Liaison Officer for Italy, collecting the Honourable Mention award  
won by the photographic club Associazione Fotoincontro
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Usmanov Rashid, FIAP Liaison Officer for the Russian 
Federation and member of the fifth ranked club,  

New World, collecting the Honourable Mention award  
won by his photographic club

FIAP President, Riccardo Busi, and members of the 
FIAP Board viewing the World Cup for Clubs exhibition 

with Mr Jiang Difel, Vice Governor of the People’s 
Government of Hunan Province and his interpreter

Presentation of the Maurice Dorikens Trophy to three of the thirteen-member team from Catchlight Camera 
Club in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. This club was the top ranked club in this year’s 

World Cup for Clubs competition, so were the winners of the of the World Cup, in the 19th FIAP World Cup  
for Clubs 2024. Each member of this club receives a FIAP Honourable Mention for contributing to their club’s 

success. This club also won the Maurice Dorikens Trophy, for having also achieved the best results  
in the past three consecutive FIAP World Cups for Clubs (from 2022-2024)

L-R: Ross McKelvey, FIAP Treasurer, Herbert Gmeiner, FIAP President, Riccardo Busi, Chairman of Catchlight 
Camera Club, Kenneth Gibson, FIAP Secretary General, Ioannis Lykouris, Terry McCreesh
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22nd Nature Biennial 2024

Award Ceremony and Exhibition in China

By Luis Franke, MFIAP, EFIAP/d3, HonEFIAP
FIAP Director of the Biennials Service

During the Photo Meeting held in China in 
August 2025, the awards ceremony for the 22nd 
Nature Biennial, organized in Germany in 2024, took 
place. The event was hosted in Changsha at the 
renowned Meixi Lake International Culture & Art 
Centre.

The highlight of the ceremony was the 
presentation of the 2024 “Odette Bretscher” Nature 
Trophy, awarded to the federation that achieved 
the best overall result in this Biennial, based on the 
combined scores of its two sections.

This year, the winner was Italy, which also won 
the FIAP World Cup in both the print and digital 
sections. Simone Sabatini, FIAP Liaison Officer 
for Italy, received the trophy from FIAP President, 
Riccardo Busi.

Representatives from some of the other award-
winning countries accepted their medals and 
certificates from FIAP Vice Presidents Joan Burgues 
Martisella and David Tay.

An exhibition was mounted showcasing the 
winning works from both sections of the Biennial.

Luis Franke, Director of the FIAP Biennials Service, 
announced the Nature Biennial presentations

Simone Sabatini, FIAP Liaison Officer for Italy, accepts the 
Odette Bretscher Trophy from FIAP President, Riccardo Busi

Rosina Elisabet Smit, Vice President of the Argentine 
Photography Federation, accepts the FIAP Bronze Medal for 
Argentina’s 4th place in the print section. She also accepted 
the Honourable Mention certificate for Argentina’s 7th place 

in the digital section

Constantinos Charalambous, FIAP Liaison Officer for Cyprus, 
accepts the Honourable Mention certificate for Cyprus for 

Cyprus’s 8th place in the print section

Roald Synnevåg, Secretary General of the NSFF in Norway, 
accepts the Honourable Mention certificate for Norway  

for Norways’s 7th place in the print section

Helen Hanafin, from the Irish Photographic Federation’s 
FIAP Biennial Entry Selection team accepts the Honourable 

Mention Certificate for Ireland for Ireland’s 9th place  
in the digital section

Jesús Manuel García Flores, FIAP Liaison Officer for Spain, 
accepts the Honourable Mention certificate for Spain 

 for Spain’s 10th place in the print section

Vaibhav Shrikant Jaguste from India accepts the Honourable 
Mention certificate for India for India’s 5th place in the print 

section. He also accepted the Honourable Mention certificate 
for India for their 6th place in the digital section

Rocio Martin Frias from Luxembourg accepts the FIAP Gold 
Medal for Luxembourg’s 2nd place in the print section.  

She also accepted the FIAP Silver Medal for Luxembourg’s  
3rd place in the digital section
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Photography and Health:  
A Shared Frame of  Two Hearts

By Dr. Sefa Ulukan, ESFIAP,EFIAP
IMPC President

A short time ago, the FIAP administration took the initiative to establish a new 
association; the International Medical Photographers Club, known as the IMPC. We currently 
have representatives in 18 countries, with new countries continuing to join us. The first joint 

exhibition of photos taken by IMPC 
members was held in the contemporary 
art museum, MICA, in the Meixi Lake 
International Culture and Art Centre in 
Changsha, China during the FIAP Photo 
Meeting in August. In this first exhibition, 
we presented 65 photographs by 52 
photographers from 16 countries.

Photos from the Nature Biennial on exhibition in the gallery
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This exhibition was not only an artistic event; it was also the product of a shared spirit, effort, 
and volunteerism. We embarked on this journey with people who came from the healthcare 
sector, but who, when they held a camera, revealed their inner artist. Each of us comes from 
different backgrounds; doctor, nurse, healthcare technician… But we unite in one thing: looking 
at life once again, this time through a photograph.

We know that health is about noticing the unseen. Photography is the same.

Both fields require patience, attention, and courage. And in this exhibition, we wanted to 
make these shared feelings visible.

We had another saying for life: We value life, and not just when we provide health, but 
when we “See. We Understand. We Record.”

In this exhibition, we tried to explain both our profession and the world through our own 
eyes. We are just at the beginning of our journey. We will continue to create with new projects, 

new exhibitions, and together we will cultivate 
health and art.

At the conclusion of the exhibition, the 
photographs were donated to the Central South 
University Hospital to hang on their walls. During 
the official opening of the Photo Meeting and 
presentations event in the theatre adjacent to the 
museum, a commemorative plaque was presented 
to Mr Li Zhihong, Vice President of the Central 
South University, commemorating this donation. 
He was also presented with a book of the photos 
that were in the exhibition.

The following photos show some of the exhibited photos and the exhibition hanging in the 
gallery.

Dr Sefa Ulukan addresses the audience via recorded 
message during the official opening of the Photo 

Meeting to introduce the IMPC exhibition

FIAP President, Riccardo Busi, presented Mr Li Zhihong,  
Vice President of the Central South University with the commemorative plaque

Mr Li Zhihong, Vice President of the Central South University was also  
presented with a book of the photos that were in the IMPC exhibition
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Aprendiendo 2 by Ana Robles, Argentina

Cankus - Favorite One by Ergun Karadag, Turkiye

Determinacion by Luis Jose Vigil Escalera Quintanal, Spain

Dreamy Swan Lake by Diana Chan, Hong Kong

Elephant by Boris Bozic, Austria

FIA
P

 E
ventsFI

A
P

 E
ve

nt
s

FIAP EVENTS

40 41



FIAP EVENTS

Feeding TIme by Sandy Van Vuugeen, South Africa

Feria de Calzado by Rosina Smit, Argentina

Ice King by Krzysztof Muskalski, Poland

Lizard Eyes By Sefa Ulukan, Turkiye

Pilanesberg Mother and Son by Bronwen Casey, Australia

Venice Carnival Masks by Giuseppe Iacutti, Italy
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42nd FIAP Youth Biennial, Bahrain 2025
By Luis Franke, MFIAP, EFIAP/d3, HonEFIAP 

FIAP Director of the Biennial Service

The 42nd FIAP Youth Biennial was organised in Bahrain. The FIAP Operational Member 
for Bahrain is the “Bahrain Arts Society - BAS”. 

The judging was completed on the 30th September. The judges were: David Tay Poey Cher, 
MFIAP, HonEFIAP from Singapore, Nasser Malek, MFIAP, ESFIAP from United Arab Emirates and 
Ahmed Al Busaidi, EFIAP, HonEFIAP from Oman.

We are very grateful to all the participants of this Biennial. Images were sent by 18 
countries, and we received 515 photographs in total between the two age categories.

The Category I (under 16 years) section had 11 countries participate. The winner of the 
World Cup was Oman. The medal winning countries were Russian Federation, South Africa 
and Serbia. The HM´s were obtained by Germany, France, Bulgaria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Norway and Bahrain.

The Category II (under 25 years) section received collections from 18 countries. The 
winner of the World Cup was also Oman. The medal winning countries were South Africa, 
United States of America and Türkiye. The HM´s were obtained by France, Germany, Russian 
Federation, Italy, United Arab Emirates and Egypt.

Other than the awards for the winning country teams, eleven individual awards, six FIAP 
medals and five awards offered by the BAS, were given in each category to the top photographs. 

The images entered by the top four countries in each category, the photographs that 
won the individual awards and some of pictures from the judging are shown with this article. 
The full results are published on the FIAP website:  https://www.fiap.net/en/biennials

The judges Ahmed Al Busaidi, David Tay Poey Cher and Nasser Malek

Judging process,  
Nasser Malek,  
David Tay Poey Cher,  
Ahmed Al Busaidi and 
Maryam Abdulkarim Sarhan

Maryam Abdulkarim Sarhan 
Ahmed Al Busaidi,  
Nasser Malek and  

David Tay Poey Cher

Visit to the RAK Art Foundation 
(Sheikh Rashid Foundation)

From right to left in the photo:

• Mahdi Al Bannai – Board 
Member of the Society

• Mohammed Buhasan – 
Treasurer and Secretary of the 
Society

• Ahmed Al Busaidi

• David Tay Poey Cher

• Shaikha Marwa Al Khalifa – 
President of the Society

• Jaafar Al Arabi –  
Vice President of the Society

• Nasser Malek

• A staff member of the Sheikh 
Rashid Foundation

• Noor Al Sairafi –  
Head of Media and Public 
Relations Committee
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FIAP  EVENTSWorld Cup Winner in Youth Biennial
Category I (Up to 16 years of age) – OMAN
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FIAP  EVENTSFIAP Gold Medal in Youth Biennial
Category I (Up to 16 years of age) – RUSSIAN FEDERATION
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FIAP Silver Medal in Youth Biennial

Category I (Up to 16 years of age) – SOUTH AFRICA
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FIAP Bronze Medal in Youth Biennial

Category I (Up to 16 years of age) – SERBIA

Is
id

or
a 

20
25

, A
nd

je
la

 S
to

jil
jk

ov
ic

Reality, Bogdan Tisma

Be
lo

 b
la

to
, K

at
ar

in
a 

Ku
zm

an
ov

ic

A
ps

tr
ak

ci
ja

, K
ru

na
 M

ik
ov

ic

D
va

 li
ca

, M
at

ija
 P

an
te

lic

 Ja
bu

ka
, A

nd
je

la
 S

to
jil

jk
ov

ic

Stars, Iles Konstantin

N
ad

a,
 Te

od
or

 K
uk

ul
as

M
oj

 d
ru

g 
i j

a,
 K

ru
na

 M
ik

ov
ic

Pogled, Lucija Guran

Si
vi

 v
eo

, K
at

ar
in

a 
Ku

zm
an

ov
ic

Ce
ka

nj
e,

 L
uc

ija
 G

ur
an

D
or

uc
ak

, M
ili

ca
 K

ur
ja

k

Za
liv

an
je

, N
ik

ol
in

a 
Ku

rja
k

Sumarice, Teodor Kukulas

Li
gh

t 1
, L

uk
a 

M
od

os
an

ov

Ba
ka

, M
ili

ca
 K

ur
ja

k

O
dm

or
 k

ra
j o

gr
ad

e,
  

N
ik

ol
in

a 
Ku

rja
k

Frame 2, Luka Modosanov

Po
rt

re
t m

og
 o

ca
 1

, V
uk

 S
ta

nk
ov

ic

FIA
P

 E
ventsFI

A
P

 E
ve

nt
s

FIAP  EVENTS

52 53



FIAP  EVENTSWorld Cup Winner in Youth Biennial
Category II (Up to 25 years of age) – OMAN
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FIAP  EVENTSFIAP Gold Medal in Youth Biennial
Category II (Up to 25 years of age) – SOUTH AFRICA
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FIAP  EVENTSFIAP Silver Medal in Youth Biennial
Category II (Up to 25 years of age) – USA
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FIAP  EVENTSFIAP Bronze Medal in Youth Biennial
Category II (Up to 25 years of age) – TÜRKIYE
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